Global Resource Systems 301
Resource Systems of Industrialized Nations
Spring 2012


General information

Description: This course provides an in-depth analysis of the opportunities, constraints and consequences of the resource systems common in industrialized nations. Topics integrate natural resources with land tenure, societal structure, food security, agriculture, shelter, energy, and wealth dynamics. (Source:  ISU catalog)

Credit hours: Three

Prerequisites: GLOBE 201, ECON 101 or 102

Instructors:
Dr. Ted MacDonald, Adjunct Assistant Professor.  259 Horticulture Hall, 294-3612, jtmacd@iastate.edu

Dr. Dorothy Masinde, Visiting Assistant Professor.  103 Horticulture Hall, 294-0029, asinde@iastate.edu

Office Hours:  By appointment.   We do not have regular office hours, but encourage you to contact us about any questions or concerns, or just to discuss things of interest to you.  

Textbook:  There is no assigned textbook, but there will many assigned readings made available through Blackboard Learn, the ISU e-Library, or the Internet.

Disability accommodation:  Iowa State University complies with the American with Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act.  Any student who may require an accommodation under such provisions should contact Drs. MacDonald and Masinde immediately.  You will need to provide documentation of your accommodation need to the Student Disability Resources (SDR) office, located on the main floor of the Student Services Building, Room 1076.  The phone number is  515-294-7220.  Please request that the Student Disability Resources staff send us a ‘SAAR’ form specifying the accommodation you will need. It is important to address this issue within the first week of the class. 





Course goals and objectives

By completing this course, you should be able to understand:

Several perspectives for defining and identifying ‘industrialized’ nations and frameworks for comparing more-developed and less-developed nations;

The status among industrialized nations in terms of their political, economic, social, industrial, and other systems;

The status among industrialized nations in terms of their agriculture, food systems, environment, health, nutrition, and personal well-being;

A long term perspective of how industrialized nations gained their status and the various factors that may influence national standing as an industrialized nation;

The history and impact of trade in the develop of industrialized nations and other nations;

Population dynamics, education, and demographics of industrialized nations, and the impact of these factors on the labor supply;

Wealth distribution within industrialized nations, among industrialized nations, and in the world community; and to be able to:

Identify and use a variety of online resources to study these systems; and

Summarize some of the important resource systems of industrialized nations in different regions of the world.


Some comments about GLOBE 301

This is the first time this course will be offered and we want to encourage your feedback about the content, the teaching methods, and the general approach of the course.  There will opportunities for both individual and group scholarship and we hope you will take full advantage of both approaches.  While we are all pursuing studies of our individual interests, we are likely to work collaboratively in many of our professional endeavors. Developing collaborative skills takes practice and we want provide you with that opportunity.  

This course covers a number of topics and we will often find that a given topic does not yield straight-forward solutions to problems.  

Expectations:
	Attend class 
	Be on time
Please communicate with the instructors if there is some compelling reason you cannot attend class
	Finish assigned readings prior to the class
	Participate in class discussions
		Actively listen, actively discuss
		Allow everyone the chance to participate in the discussion
	Treat each other with respect 

Coursework

Groupings of industrialized nations:  Each student will be assigned a team representing a diverse set of class standing, majors, and perhaps other factors.  Final enrollment numbers may cause us to increase or decrease the number of teams, but we expect teams will have four members.

Regions:  Eight different regions of the industrialized or semi-industrialized world have been established.  Each region, and every country in each region, will present a variety of newsworthy issues and policy positions.  A region may contain countries that you will clearly considered to be industrialized or developed, while you may question the choice of some other countries.

News review:  Every student will submit one news story per week from one of the countries in their region.  Each submission (via Blackboard Learn) will include a brief (paragraph) summary of the story, the related URL, and the name of the person credited for submitting the article.  (Text, audio, or video articles are okay.)  Members of each group will need to communicate with one another as to avoid submitting the same article!  The topic of the article is basically up to the individual but should be relevant to the course and must relate to their assigned region.  We will discuss news articles during selected classes as noted in the schedule. 

Map exercises:  You will have the opportunity to demonstrate your understanding of geospatial information and its importance in the examination of the industrialized world.  The location of individual countries is interesting and important in itself, but we also want to consider the location of natural resources, transportation lanes, markets, and other features.

Presentations:  Each team will make two, twenty minute presentations (including a question and answer period) during the semester.  Team members are expected to work together to research the topic, develop the presentation, and rehearse the presentation before making their presentation to the class.  Teams may use PowerPoint or similar presentation tools, or may choose to use other display materials.  Teams must review their draft presentations with Drs. MacDonald and Masinde at least one week prior to the presentation due date.

Regional topic presentation:  Each team will have the opportunity to make a twenty minute presentation about a particular topic in one or more countries in their assigned region. The talk should include some background information about the country (demographics, political system, economic systems, etc.), a brief historical perspective about the topic in the context of the country, the current status of the topic in the country, and the future opportunities.  Topics will be presented in class and each team will have the opportunity to choose a topic.  Each team will submit four questions suitable for use in the examination.

International organization presentation: Each team will have the opportunity to make a twenty minute presentation about a particular international organization.  The talk should provide a history of the organization (significant founders, purpose, dates, funding, budgets, location, staff, leadership, and related information), the current status of the organization, an assessment of the organization’s work, and an assessment of the organization’s influence in the developed world.  International organizations will be presented in class and each team will have the opportunity to choose an organization.  Each team will submit four questions suitable for use in the examination.

Examination:  There will one examination, which will be offered toward the end of the course.  A variety of question formats will be used.  Questions will cover all readings, classroom discussions and lectures, and presentations (including guest lecturers and student presentations).  More details will be provided in class.

Reflections:  There will be two opportunities to reflect and write about topics of particular interest to the developed world.  These topics provide individuals, societies, and governments with difficult problems to consider and resolve.
a. Global population growth and the impact on global resource systems.
b. The impact of advanced technology on individuals and society.  This will be done in association with a field trip shortly after spring break.
These essays should be between one and 1.5 pages (one inch margins, Times New Roman 12 point font), single spaced.

Final Activity: A group activity is being developed that will cover the last day of class and the finals period.  The activity is designed to help you explore the principles covered during the class (and in your other classes and experiences) in a simulation about the use of global resources.  Your participation is vital for this activity.  More information about the simulation will be provided as the semester progresses.
Grades:  Points will be awarded on a percentage basis as noted in the following table:
	
	Map activities
	5

	News reviews
	5

	Reflection 1
	10

	Reflection 2
	10

	Presentation 1
	15

	Presentation 2
	15

	Final activity
	5

	Class participation
	10

	Exam
	25

	Total percent
	100



Grades will be no more challenging than a traditional 90, 80, 70 scale, noted as:

Points		Grade
90-100	A
80-90		B
70-80		C
60-70		D
<60		F

This point-grade map is approximate and is subject to a curve, if indicated.  There is a certain amount of subjectivity in this process.  Students are put in the position of trusting that their instructors will be honest and diligent in their assignment of points and the final grade.  Drs. MacDonald and Masinde will be happy to discuss your progress, scores, and grade with you.

A couple of notes about the accumulation of points:
	-Due dates will be respected.  You will have plenty of notice about when an assignment or activity is due and you will be expected to submit your responses on time.  This includes exams and presentations.
	-Presentation points will include both instructor evaluation and team evaluation.  Every student is expected to contribute to their team.
	-Attendance will be recorded.  It is difficult to participate in class activities and discussions if you are absent.
[bookmark: _GoBack]-Class participation will be part of your grade.  You are expected to participate in discussions, so please let your voice be heard.  Remember too that there are thirty or more students in the course.  We expect that everyone will have the opportunity to participate in discussions.  Those who are particularly well versed or hold strong opinions regarding the topic of the day may find themselves politely restraining themselves from fully expressing their complete set of thoughts as to allow other students the opportunity to express themselves as well.
Topics:  These are the topics that we have selected to cover over the course of the semester.  Clearly any one of these topics could be the subject of a semester-long course, and we also understand that this is not an exhaustive set of relevant topics.  We hope that the breadth and interactivity of the selected topics will assist you in gaining a deeper understanding of the global resource systems in the industrialized nations.

	Date
	Topic

	10-Jan-12
	Intro, Defining industrialized nations

	12-Jan-12
	Defining industrialized nations

	17-Jan-12
	Defining industrialized nations

	19-Jan-12
	Production and Labor

	24-Jan-12
	Production and Labor

	26-Jan-12
	Production and Labor (Student presentation)

	31-Jan-12
	Agriculture

	2-Feb-12
	Agriculture

	7-Feb-12
	Agriculture (Student presentation)

	9-Feb-12
	Environment

	14-Feb-12
	Environment

	16-Feb-12
	Environment (Student presentation)

	21-Feb-12
	Food Systems

	23-Feb-12
	Trade and Globalization

	28-Feb-12
	Trade and Globalization

	1-Mar-12
	Trade and Globalization (Student presentation)

	6-Mar-12
	Energy and Security

	8-Mar-12
	Energy and Security

	13-Mar-12
	Spring Break

	15-Mar-12
	Spring Break

	20-Mar-12
	Energy and Security

	22-Mar-12
	Field Activity

	27-Mar-12
	Nutrition and Health

	29-Mar-12
	Nutrition and Health

	3-Apr-12
	Nutrition and Health (Student presentation)

	5-Apr-12
	Nutrition and Health

	10-Apr-12
	Society and culture

	12-Apr-12
	Society and culture

	17-Apr-12
	Society and culture (Student presentation)

	19-Apr-12
	Presentations

	24-Apr-12
	Presentations

	26-Apr-12
	Class activity

	TBA
	Class activity / final exam period 

	
	



