Horticulture 495/496 

England Study Abroad 

Spring/Summer Semesters 2012
Instructors:
Dr. Jeff Iles




Dr. Ann Marie VanDerZanden
106 Horticulture Hall



141 Horticulture Hall

Phone:
294-3718



Phone:
294-5075
Email:
iles@iastate.edu


Email:
vanderza@iastate.edu




Pre-Departure – Spring Semester

Study Abroad – Summer Semester
Monday, 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.


Depart:
 Sunday, May 6, 2012
138 Horticulture Hall



Return:
 Saturday, May 19, 2012
Learning Objectives:
As a student in this class you will:

· Develop an understanding of and appreciation for England’s heritage and culture

· Experience England on a 13-day trip in early May

· Enhance your written and oral communication skills

Course Requirements:
Attendance

To insure a positive and meaningful study abroad experience, students are required to attend all class meetings. These meetings are designed to help students learn about the culture, history, geography, horticulture, and people of England. The class will also provide opportunities to learn about your fellow student travelers.

If unavoidable circumstances prohibit a student from attending class, the student must give prior notification to one of the instructors.

Oral Presentations and Written Report

Site Presentation
Each student will randomly draw the name of one of the places we will be visiting on the trip. Based on that location you will develop a 5-10 minute presentation about that topic. Essentially you will become our ‘travel expert’ for that location and be our group resource when questions arise about it.

Research Presentation

Students will research a topic of interest relevant to England and develop a 10-minute oral presentation and a five-page paper. Specific information about this assignment will be handed out later. Sharing your accumulated knowledge with the class will help us all better prepare for the trip!
Key Deadlines:
· Submit your research topic to Dr. VanDerZanden on or before February 6, 2012 for approval.

· Submit your paper outline to Dr. VanDerZanden by March 5, 2012. 
Trip Reflection
Students are required to keep a journal during the study abroad trip. A summary of the journal entries, opinions of places visited, reflections on what you learned and experienced, and other gleanings from the trip must be submitted to Dr. VanDerZanden by June 20th. This trip reflection can take many forms: a written report (approximately 5 pages of double spaced text, images can also be included); a PowerPoint or other form of annotated visual presentation; a narrated travel video. Regardless of the format you choose there must be evidence of self-reflection. Submission of this report is required in order to earn a grade in this course.

Miscellaneous:
An anonymous course evaluation will be conducted in which students complete a questionnaire evaluating all facets of HORT 496. The evaluation form will be developed in cooperation with the Study Abroad and International Programs Office of the College of Agriculture Life Sciences. Evaluation results will be shared with ISU Study Abroad, the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, and the Department of Horticulture.

Grading

Attendance  (5 pts. / class period)

  75

Participation (5 pts. / class period)

  75

Site Presentation



  25

Research Topic

Oral presentation

  50



Written report


  50


Trip Journal




  75


Total

 

350
	Grade
	% of total Points

	A
	100-93

	A-
	92-90

	B+
	89-87

	B
	86-83

	B-
	82-80

	C+
	79-77

	C
	76-73

	C-
	72-70

	D+
	69-67

	D
	66-63

	D-
	62-60


	Date
	Topic and Speaker

	January 9
	Introduction to HORT 496
Syllabus:  VanDerZanden and Iles

What we expect from you:  Iles
Pre-departure class particulars: VanDerZanden 

England Itinerary: VanDerZanden
Odds & Ends: Iles & VanDerZanden


	January 16
	MLK Holiday: No Class

	January 23
	Getting to Know England
Timeline exercise

	January 30
	A snapshot of England’s History; video
Speaker – to be announced

	February 6
	Culture and History of England; 

Anna Butters-Johnson, Associate Professor
Department of Animal Science

	February 13
	English Foods

	February 20
	Student Presentations: Trip Sites (1-7)

English Garden Styles – VanDerZanden 

	February 27
	Student Presentations: Trip Sites (8-15)

Plate Tectonics and Britain – Carl Jacobson, Professor
Dept. of Geological and Atmospheric Sciences

	March 5
	Student Presentations: Trip Sites (15-21); 
Travel Preparations and Luggage Olympics

	March12
	Spring Break

	March 19
	William and Kate and the others;


	March 26
	The Beatles and others; David Stuart, ISU 

	April 2
	Preparing to Study Abroad; Jodi Cornell 

	April 9
	Student Presentations: Research Project

	April 16
	Student Presentations: Research Project

	April 23
	Student Presentations: Research Project

	April 30
	Final Exams Week – No Class


