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Course Content Summary

The next United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development (UN-CSD) will take place in Brazil on 21-22- June 2012 to mark the 20th anniversary of the 1992 United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED), in Rio de Janeiro, and the 10th anniversary of the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) in Johannesburg. “Rio+20” will focus on two themes: (a) a green economy in the context of sustainable development and poverty eradication; and (b) the institutional framework for sustainable development. This seminar will introduce students to sustainable development and the United Nations so that they can follow the proceedings at Rio+20 and contribute to international discussions on sustainable development at Rio and beyond.

In the first half of the seminar, students will learn about sustainable development (definition, history of the idea and major issues) and the United Nations (history, functions and issues). By the mid-point in the semester, all students will have an understanding of both sustainable development and the United Nations. The second half of the seminar will focus on the UN Council for Sustainable Development, Rio+20, and its themes, namely the “green economy” theme. At least one class will focus on the importance of agriculture in sustainable development; required readings will include, among others, the executive summary of the International Assessment of Agricultural Knowledge, Science and Technology for Development (IAASTAD).

Learning outcomes

Learning outcomes are listed with each topic, separated by date and class content.

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

        
- Discuss key issues in sustainable development and functions of the United Nations

        
- Participate in Rio+20 as an informed member of civil society

Additional learning outcomes are listed for each week’s class, separated by date and class content

Expectations, requirements and deadlines

Globe 211 is a satisfactory/fail course offered for one (1) credit.

Attendance at all class periods is required. The attendance policy is to enhance student learning.  If an emergency exists, and a class or time of a class must be missed, please contact Dr. MacDonald prior to class or an assignment date.  Excused absences include medical emergencies, funerals, etc. For any excused absences, provide documentation from a responsible third party (doctor, advisor, counselor).  If you miss class because of attending a conference or another field trip, provide a letter from your academic advisor or the other class instructor.  Thank you in advance for your participation and engagement in the course!
Students’ performance will be evaluated by the faculty in charge – Dr. Ted MacDonald. In this student-facilitated course, class activities will include group activities and discussions. For effective classroom activities and student learning, full participation of each student and appropriate preparation for each class are required.

Each week (starting Jan. 19) students will write and submit a typed, half-page annotated summary of the assigned reading. The summary should include one brief paragraph stating major ideas in the reading and one paragraph analyzing the significance and relevance of the reading to prior class discussions, readings, and/or the Rio+20 Conference. A printed copy will be turned in at the beginning of each class period.

Student Preparation Time:

Approximately one to two hours before each class to complete readings and prepare written summaries.

Academic Accommodation Procedures:

If you have a disability and require accommodations, please contact Dr. MacDonald early in the semester so that your learning needs may be appropriately met.  You will need to provide documentation of your disability to the Disability Resources (DR) Office, located on the main floor of the Student Services Building, Room 1076, Phone 5151-294-7220.  The disability resources staff can provide a SAAR (Student Academic Accommodation Request) form verifying your disability and specifying the accommodation you will need.  Please see the following website for additional information: 

HYPERLINK "http://www.dso.iastate.edu/dr/about/"http

HYPERLINK "http://www.dso.iastate.edu/dr/about/"://

HYPERLINK "http://www.dso.iastate.edu/dr/about/"www

HYPERLINK "http://www.dso.iastate.edu/dr/about/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.dso.iastate.edu/dr/about/"dso

HYPERLINK "http://www.dso.iastate.edu/dr/about/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.dso.iastate.edu/dr/about/"iastate

HYPERLINK "http://www.dso.iastate.edu/dr/about/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.dso.iastate.edu/dr/about/"edu

HYPERLINK "http://www.dso.iastate.edu/dr/about/"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.dso.iastate.edu/dr/about/"dr

HYPERLINK "http://www.dso.iastate.edu/dr/about/"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.dso.iastate.edu/dr/about/"about

HYPERLINK "http://www.dso.iastate.edu/dr/about/"/
Grading Policy

Grading will be “Satisfactory/Fail”. To receive a “Satisfactory” students are required to:

30%             
Participate fully in all class meetings. Assessment of participation is 

based on attendance, sharing reflections, ideas and questions related to the discussion, being active in group activities, and avoiding domination of discussion.


30%

Weekly reading summaries. See expectations, requirements, and deadlines for 

details. All seven (7) summaries must be submitted in order to receive a 

“Satisfactory.” 

20%

Facilitation of class discussion for the assigned week. Each group is expected 

to generate four (4) discussion questions relevant to week’s topic and facilitate

class discussion.

20%

Preparation and participation in debate during the final week of class.

Seminar Leaders

Sam Bird is a senior in Global Resource Systems and Economics at Iowa State University. He has represented the International Association of Students in Agricultural and Related Sciences (IAAS) at CSD each year since 2009 and is President of the International Agriculture Club at Iowa State. Sam has studied abroad in Uganda and Italy and conducted a value chain analysis for maize with Volunteer Efforts for Development Concerns (VEDCO) in Uganda for his GRS internship in Summer 2011. He plans to attend Rio+20 and enter a graduate program in Agricultural Economics to study international development in Fall 2012.
Sagar Chawla is a senior in Global Resource Systems and Biology at Iowa State University. He has represented the International Association of Students in Agriculture and Related Science (IAAS) at CSD each year since 2010. Sagar interned in Mewat, India with the Institute for Rural Research and Development (IRRAD) on a study to assess child malnutrition and maternal health perspectives in Summer 2010. Sagar interned with the International Rice Research Institute (IRRI) as a World Food Prize Borlaug-Ruan Intern in Summer 2008. He plans to attend Rio+20 and begin medical school in Fall 2012.
Dr. Ted MacDonald is an adjunct assistant professor in Global Resource Systems. He holds a B.S. in Biological Sciences and an MBA from the University of Minnesota. Dr. MacDonald’s Ph.D. degree is in Political Science from the University in Minnesota.  He has taught a variety of courses in political science, decision making theory, and statistics.  He is currently teaching several GLOBE courses as well as a course in food laws and regulations in the Department of Food Science and Human Nutrition.  Dr. MacDonald has also held a variety of administrative and managerial positions at ISU, the University of Missouri-Columbia, and in the private sector.
Dr. Dorothy Masinde is a lecturer in Global Resource Systems. She earned her PhD from the University of Nairobi, completed a masters degree at Cornell University, and an undergraduate degree at Egerton College. Dr. Masinde has over 25 years of experience working with resource limited rural communities using community based participatory approaches in the areas of gender and development, training, agriculture, agricultural extension, adult education, nutrition, health, and micro-finance. She has been working with the Center for Sustainable Rural Livelihoods of the Iowa State University College of Agriculture and Life Sciences since 2004. Dr. Masinde has lectured in Kenya, Uganda, and the US.
Class Schedule

* Required readings are marked by an asterisk (*).

Week 1: Jan. 12                
An Introduction to Sustainable Development

·       Introduction

·       Terminology Sustainable Development and UN

Outcomes

•  List course requirements and expectations

•  Discuss a United Nations policy document and identify technical terminology

Week 2: Jan. 19                
Theories of Sustainable Development

·       Contradictions

·       Pillars

·       Inter-generational and intra-generational equity

·       “Weak/light” vs. “Strong/deep” sustainability

Outcomes

•  Discuss others’ views of sustainable development concepts

•  Continue to refine a functional definition of sustainable development

Readings

* Hopwood, Bill, Mary Mellor, and Geoff O'Brien. "Sustainable Development: Mapping Different Approaches." Sustainable Development 13.1 (2005): 38-52.

Redclift, M. R. Sustainable Development: Exploring the Contradictions. London: Routledge, 1987. (Read pgs. 15-17, 199-204)

Week 3: Jan. 26                
Alternative Development Approaches

·       Ecological economics

·       Ecology

·       Sustainable livelihoods (Guest lecturer: Robert Mazur, PhD)

Outcomes

•  Compare and contrast the benefits and challenges of ecological economics and ecology and sustainable livelihoods approaches to sustainable development

Readings

* Sneddon, C.S. "‘Sustainability’ in Ecological Economics, Ecology and Livelihoods: a Review." Progress in Human Geography 24.4 (2000): 521-49.

Week 4: Feb. 2                  
UN System

·       Guest lecturer: Dean David Acker, PhD

Outcomes

•  List relevant components of the UN

•  Examine the UN’s potential contributions to sustainable

Readings

Redclift, M. R. Sustainable Development: Exploring the Contradictions. London: Routledge, 1987. (Read pgs. 102-106)

Week 5: Feb. 9                  
The Evolution of Sustainable Development in the UN

Outcomes

•  List significant historical events and UN conferences about sustainable development

Readings

* Du Pisani, J.A. “Sustainable development – historical roots of the concept.” Environmental Sciences. 3:2 (2006): 83-96.  

Redclift, M. R. Sustainable Development: Exploring the Contradictions. London: Routledge, 1987. (Read pgs. 12-14; 52-55)

Week 6: Feb. 16                
CSD Structure and History

·       Skype options: US delegation (Matuszak), Secretariat (Banuri), Farmers (Robynne), SustainUS (Mitch), WE CANada (Emmanuel), IISD (Joanna)

·       Watch: Rio 1992 video (on youth)

Outcomes

•  Define and assess components of the UN Commission on Sustainable Development

(UN CSD)

•  Identify roles and representation of major groups at the UN CSD

•  Project effective communication skills needed for participation in the UN CSD Youth Caucus

Readings

* Report of the Secretary-General: Objective and Themes of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (pgs. 1-2, 4-6, 12-14, 20-26)

Agenda 21 (pgs. 2-9,) (Chp. 14, pgs. 178-210)

Week 7: Feb. 23                
Rio+20 Overview

·       Green Economy and Institutional Framework

·       Simulation

·       Introduce negotiating text

Outcomes

•  Define the two themes of Rio+20 and their key components

•  Interpret a UN document and create a position

Readings

* Briefs for Rio+20

Week 8: March 1              
Key Issues at Rio + 20

·       Skype with Hans Herren

Outcomes

•  Describe the importance of sustainable agriculture within sustainable development efforts

•  Explain the contradictions and issues associated with current agricultural policies on a global scale.

Readings

* Report submitted by the Special Rapporteur on the right to food, Olivier De Schutter 

IAASTD Report

Redclift, M. R. Sustainable Development: Exploring the Contradictions. London: Routledge, 1987. (Read pgs. 17-29)

Week 9: March 8              
Critical Analysis of CSD and UN System in Terms of SD

·       Watch: J. Sachs speech at CSD-19

Outcomes

•  Apply knowledge using a rational and objective process to identify relevant points of critical views of the UN CSD and the UN system of sustainable development

Readings

* Victor, D.G. “Recovering Sustainable Development.” Foreign Affairs.  No. 1 January/February pp. 91-103 2006. 

Week 10: March 22          
Debate on Sustainable Development Approaches

Outcomes

•  Argue and defend a specific position on a policy relevant to sustainable development.

