December 20, 2006

Dear Alumni and Friends:

I have a deep appreciation and respect for old and reliable things.  So does my wife.  Maybe that’s why she keeps me around, but I digress.  A good example of something old and reliable I assign great value to is my television set.  Purchased in 1985 for the outlandish sum of $400, our old Magnavox has withstood several cross-country moving adventures, survived power surges, recovered from toddler manipulation, and now 21 years later, has become part of the family.  To be sure, we’ve been tempted by those super-sized, flat-screen models, but I cringe at the thought of breaking the news to you know who.  “Sorry Mags but you’ll be spending the rest of your days down in the basement with Mr. Furnace, Ms. Water Softener and a small army of belligerent and ill-mannered spiders.”  Yep, I think we’ll be watching Cyclone athletics on old Mags for many years to come.
So, if I’m such a “softie” for old things, it might seem a bit inconsistent that I, along with my colleagues, are doing our level best to drum up support for new greenhouses for the Department of Horticulture.  What?  Do you mean to tell me you haven’t heard about our proposed Teaching and Research Greenhouse Complex?  And how could we even think about replacing our beloved and historic greenhouses, portions of which date back to 1913?  A valid question, but remember, the words old and reliable must go hand in hand, and to be honest folks, our ancient greenhouses stopped being reliable and functional quite some time ago.
Regardless of when you graduated from the Department of Horticulture at ISU, you probably have fond memories of our greenhouses.  After all, it was under that expanse of glass many of you learned about plant nutrition, plant propagation, and participated in rewarding and memorable club activities.  I’ll bet many of you recall the sweltering heat of August as you prepared for the fall foliage plant sale?  And can you ever forget the incredible sight of benches full of colorful poinsettias made even more dramatic by the warm glow of supplemental lighting on a cold and dark December evening?  And surely everyone can remember the hundreds, no thousands of people milling about the greenhouses during the VEISHEA open house and plant sale?  Yes, our greenhouses have served us well, but their time has come and gone.  They are difficult to heat in winter, almost impossible to cool during the summer, and allow all manner of winged and four legged creatures easy and unlimited access, 24 hours a day.  No, it won’t be easy saying goodbye to these venerable old structures, but something has to be done, and soon.
The price tag for the proposed Department of Horticulture Teaching and Research Greenhouse Complex is just over $6 million.  Chump change for the likes of Donald Trump and Bill Gates, but a rather steep climb for humble horticulturists.  And did I mention all of the money must come from private gift commitments?  But I’m confident we’ll reach this lofty goal with your help and that of Kim Peter from the Iowa State University Foundation who’s already gone out on the road to make our case to interested individuals and corporations.

What will this $6 million buy?  Our dream is to build a modern, state-of-the-art greenhouse complex that will serve the varied needs of students, faculty, staff, and our many visitors.  It will be a rich and stimulating learning environment, a first-rate research facility, and an appropriate compliment to our undergraduate and graduate programs.  Temperature, humidity, and light will be regulated and controlled using the latest technologic advances.  An expanded headhouse will double as a learning space and operational hub for the greenhouse complex.  And visitors to campus will be delighted by our new conservatory.
As graduates of the Iowa State University Department of Horticulture, we hope you’ll be supportive of our plan, and if you’re able, join us in this important quest for academic excellence.  So, if you’d like to hear more about this project or would like to get involved in the actual fundraising effort, give me or Kim Peter (515-294-1118; kimpeter@iastate.edu) a jingle.  As always, it would be great to hear from you.
Sincerely,

Jeff Iles, Professor and Chair

Department of Horticulture

Iowa State University

Ames, IA  50011-1100

515-294-3718

iles@iastate.edu
