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Turfgrass Establishment & Management Laboratory
Hort/Agron 351L

Essay Assignment
Due:  Nov. 7 


This essay assignment is designed to allow you to investigate an area of turfgrass management that you may not be familiar with.  Essays should focus on the broad topic of turfgrass management and environmental stewardship.  This assignment, however, is flexible in that you can choose a specific topic of interest to you.  Some examples are listed below.  

The essay should be a minimum of five (5) pages in body length and must be submitted in typewritten form (use a computer) (12 pt.), double-spaced on white paper (margins no greater than 1” all around).  You should include a cover page with your name, year in school, and major listed on it.  A bibliography page should also be attached (Please include at least five (5) references!).

The essay assignment will be graded according to the written communication rubric on page seven.  


GCSAA Essay Contest
If you wish to submit your essay in the GCSAA Student Essay Contest, you must be pursuing a degree in turfgrass science, agronomy or any field related to golf course management.  The essay should focus on the relationship between golf courses and the environment.  Topics could include:
	•	Wildlife on the golf course.
	•	Efficient use of golf course irrigation.
	•	The superintendent as an ecosystem manager.
	•	The environmental benefits of golf courses.
	•	Any other appropriate technical or non-technical aspect of environmentally responsible golf course management.

Essays should be 7 - 12 pages in body length and must be submitted in typewritten form, double-spaced on white bond paper.  Essays must include a cover page with your name, school, year in school, home and campus address, home and campus phone numbers, and signature.  Each page should be numbered and should include your last name (i.e., Jones - 6).  The essay must be postmarked by March 31, 2012.

Prizes are $2,000 for first place, $1,500 for second and $1,000 for third are offered by the GCSAA.  For more details, call the GCSAA at (800) 472-7878 ext. 4424.

or visit

http://www2.gcsaa.org/students/default.aspx


	
Essay Assignment Grading Rubric*


	Criteria
	Exemplary
(3 pts)
	Proficient
(2 pts)
	Marginal
(1 pt)
	Unacceptable
(0 pts)


	Content




	Balanced information clearly supports a central purpose and displays in-depth analysis. Reader gains insights.
	Information provides supports for a central purpose and displays evident of basic analysis. Reader gains some insight.
	Information supports a central purpose at times.  Analysis is basic or general.  Reader gains few insights.
	Paper does not successfully identify a central purpose.  Analysis is not evident. Reader is confused.

	Organization




	Ideas arranged logically to support central idea, flow freely, and are clearly linked. Reader follows line of reasoning
	Ideas arranged logically to support central idea and are usually clearly linked. Reader often follows reasoning.
	Ideas not arranged logically and fail to make sense, but reader can figure out writers intentions.
	Writing lacks any logical organization. Reader cannot identify writers intentions and loses interest.

	Purpose



	The writer’s purpose is readily apparent to the reader.
	The writing has a firm purpose, but may occasionally stray from the purpose.
	The purpose is not always clear.
	The purpose is generally unclear.

	Tone



	Tone is consistently professional and appropriate for audience.
	Tone is generally professional. In general, it is appropriate for the audience and purpose.
	Tone not consistently professional or appropriate for the audience and purpose.
	Tone not professional. It is inappropriate for the audience and purpose.

	Sentence 
Structure



	Sentences well phrased and varied in length and structure.  Flow smoothly from one to another.
	Sentences well phrased and often vary in length and structure. Flow between sentences is generally smooth.
	Some sentences are awkward and they represent an occasional distraction for the reader.
	Errors in sentence structure are frequent enough to present a major distraction to the reader.

	Word Choice




	Word choice is consistently precise.
	Word choice is generally good. Writer goes beyond generic words to more precise usage.
	Word choice is merely adequate, and the range of words is limited. Some works are used inappropriately.
	Many works are used inappropriately, confusing the reader.

	Grammar/
Spelling



	Writing is free or almost free of errors.
	Occasional errors but they do not present a major distraction or obscure the meaning.
	Writing has numerous errors, and the reader is distracted by them.
	Errors are so numerous that they obscure the meaning. The reader is confused and stops reading.

	Use of 
References

	Compelling evidence is given to support claims. Internal citations are present.  References are accurately represented.
	References to support claims are generally present.  Internal citations are present.  In general, references are clearly represented.  
	Occasional references are provided. Writer uses unsubstantiated claims. Reader is confused about validity of references.
	References are not cited to support claims.

	Appearance
	1 point may be given for the overall appearance of the essay including but not limited to cover page, images, tables, figures, paragraph headings, ect… 

	
	
	
	
	

	*Written communication rubric adapted from Department of Educational Leadership and Policy Studies
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